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Iatroduction
The Muslims form a nation over Fourteen centuries old, and comprise at present
orld. The Prophet Muhammad PBUH

more than six billion human beings in all parts of the world. B s
%as the first citizen of the nation, its teacher and guide. He'lwcd and died in lh‘c uf m;lr;; ari
bistory. The evolution of his personality, religion, and nation assumed the force of a B

drama of the greatest magnitude.

of 4 EVEN after the passage of nearl
et Muhammad PBUH continucs, $
"ellectuals, And not only Muslims but ever
‘Me‘ Jews, Christians, and others — are impres oo
"ten on the subject but there always remains 501

fifteen hundred years the personality and \hm:tz
ylill to amaze and fascinate thinkers, h;,\‘:m,mc ol
' | eli ve lost for aum =
those who have little lo o

sed and charmet
hing more {©

| Countless (reatises have

be S-’Iid.
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. i appearance .
1. His Personality and app of little more than average height, but o

man
The Holy Prophet PBUH was 2 ms and strong bones and muscles. Hep Sturd)

. . t long ar
frame with broad shoulders, wide Chesbed, % owing in dense mass almost to his shoy] dersdark

hair, slightly curled, and properly corm hone under long, heavy eyelashes, W Nogg

1 f brown, s
Igar: a; :rllil(:ls(oz:&}::tﬂ;qiitl(i)::;hh?s teeth, on W.hiCh he bestowed g(; cat care, were well-set:as
dazgzling white. His head was massive and his fore.headdlacggleiczrtle E;C;?sment. In °°mplex;$
he was fair, red and white with clear and soft skin 'a? ed b elven 3 those
woman. His steps were light and brisk. He talked little an g arely, but 4 beaming

smile constantly played upon his bright face.

2. Habits ' .
In His habits, He PBUH was simple and loved cleanliness of person ang dress, Hig

needs were few and rigidly controlled. His dress e}nd d:aily\artlcle of use remained simple ang
meager. Though a sovereign lord of Arabia, He lived in a cottage made (?f mud wa]|s of sy
dried bricks and with leather curtain, instead of doors. He loved to do h.lS WOrk by himgs
He mended His clothes, repaired His shoes, milked His goats, cleaned His rooms ang helped
his wives in their household duties. And all this He continued to do even when He yq; the
Lord of Arabia. Among foods, milk and honey he liked most, but He mostly got coarse barley
bread. Strong smelling things, like onion and garlic, He disliked. His dress was consiste of
two garments, all patched over. But they were neat and clean, silk He disliked as unmanly

wear.

3. His disposition and manners
By temperament the Holy Prophet PBUH was sad, silent and pensive. For hours He

would sit silent, oblivious of talks and murmurs around Him. He PBUH never spoke
unnecessarily. But when He PBUH spoke he spoke in low voice distinctly and rapidly but to
the point. Over his feeling He had a firm control. He PBUH was not easily annoyed. When
angry, he would turn aside, and when pleased, he would lower his eyes. “He PBUH was
more bashfu{) lthen a veiled virgin” said Ayesha R.A. He PBUH was the sweetest and the
most agreeable in conversation even with the humblest of hi [

i _ | is followers. Neither He
humiliated anyone nor did He PBUH like to be treated with disrespect.

4. Character

Characterwv}::st t;:g'tn hir;] way .above other humans was Muhammad’s PBUH character. His
el 0 SIE;inty a|.1d nurtured by truth. His companions, friends and relatives
‘ min, e Faithful, the Trustworthy,” Even at a young age, he W&

amiable, cordial, and companionable

He PBUH poss " i
1 possessed al| great qualities of head ang hearts. Yet he also has hls,

detractors, especially in R
» especially in Europe ang America, Of al| the world great men “as Montgome®

Watt has aptly rem
Yy remarked, “none has b
g . ; 45 0¢en so myc| i » hall
not go ch maligned ¢ We s
80 into their scurrilous and groundless cha o Mulismmd U d

rges of cruelty, treachery, deception ®
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¢ obviously false. Instead, we shall delineate t imi
nsuality- fhis head and heart his mind and intellect, he sublimity, Hobiliyjand
& ess 0
ncs » . .
gf" and honesty in his Prophetic Mission

" garn® ¢ trait of his personality and mind was his earnestness

*"  Firs whole life was de}:/.oted.] ltoFone single cause; the bé
5¢- submission to his will. From this path he n i :

ﬂ;f:me Goh :Rdhis trial§ and tribulation§, under arl circum:t\;rcg:,v:;qeeghbg sz:ractmn otan

inch thr(fon of SUCCESS) victory and sov.erelgnty over all Arabia. In the service of tﬁ?sv o and

persecu“ " Holy Prophet PBUH displayed superb qualities of courage resolstlljtg;eme

# us&'ality, irmness tempered with generosity and above al| humility and self,-effacemenfS K

gl . . “
jpert Boswonh Smith writes, lehamnzfzd never wavered in his belief and in his own

sion, MO what are more extraorcilna'y, mn hIS belief as its precise nature and well defined
st s a prophet charged with the mission of God, nothing less, and nothing more
JimilS: o he spoke were the very words of God” & ’

fhe WOT'

¢ His Justice and Moderation

. ait of Prophet PBUH was his deep sense of justice, moderation and
pulous faimess. Musl_im and non-Musllm, t:riends and foes, were all alike in his eyes, if it
scas Jot  matter of serving the supreme mission of Islam or the worship and belief in the
gneness of God. Even l?efore the.: call, He PUH was fgmous in Makkah for his honesty, his
ntegrity and irust-worthiness, as is warranted by such titles as “Al-amin” etc.

After the conquest of Makkah Muhammad PBUH, except a few criminals, granted a
iniversal pardon; and nobly casting into oblivion the memory of the past. He treated even the
rremost of his opponents with a gracious and even friendly consideration. And justice in his
eve meant not only equitable reward and punishment with regard to the debts and duties of

this world but also of the next.

s:incerity and honesty of
lief and worship ofty one

Another tr

.Sympathy for poor and weak

His sympathy for the poor, the weak and the distressed was boundless, which
atended even to the dumb creatures. He would feed the hungry while he himself would
emain hungry. Throughout his life he had a deep sympathy for widows, the orphan and
fMited. His fondness for the children was limitless. Though he did not prohibited slavery,
be himself never kept a slave, but set him free as soon as he got one. “A man who ill-treats
Zis slave, “He said “will not enter paradise.” And, “Forgive your servant seventy times a
"

4 Humility

hgmw.””mi“t)’ was one of the most important trait of hfs character. He wou}d f:onduc;
idher JI:;‘ 4 a man like others. He disliked being treated with special regard or plam;\g S:dc
“on as;’;es:]' 1 am no more than a man” His humility was shown by the tact‘l \z‘\t \lt:: o
 greeq h" e accepted invitation to a feast even of a slave. Once as he came the peop ¢ ose
lig,, ™ But he forbade them. He used to say “Isit al meal as a servant does, and L ed

@seryg
nt; ;
Jor Lam really like a servant.”

! ln v. . ’ ]
¥y i"gtonjlc tory or in defeat, in power or in adversity, He P
ving noted “His military triumphs awakened no p

BUH remained the same. As

ride or vain.
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is steadfastness . e e -as his fortitude .
9. His ste _ sasaleaderand asa statesman was his fortitude, Consigye \
The secret of his succes 3 policy. “T horough and complete in ;ll his actiong, Wrie
an ‘"’ : . e =~ cncee e » na
- ork without bringing 1t 10 & close. Hence he loved to g, thing,
Muir, “he took in hand no wor iy, thoroughly and beforehand. This was the secre o
. 1 are u '7 =
himself and plan every action ¢ :

< dailv life w . of i
: man.” His daily life was strictly regula
‘nistrator and a states ¥ requlyy
success as a general, an admint
by a rigid time-table.

thoroughness in work, planning

10. His Mind and Knowledge L | ' o |
The Holy Prophet PBUH was gifted with “mighty power of imagination, a very gy

. . . of mind, and an excellent genius and Capaciy,

- lively conception, elevation O _ > ity
?ﬁmogrhy, ra:?ec:t:red Hye had ogserved and studied human life and nature with the profundiy
ol:li]osg her C,S Mill writes, “deeply read in the vqu"ﬂC’ of "f”"" e, fhf)ugh entirely
?g:orant cl))f Iet.ters. his mind could expand into controversy with the wisest of his enemies &

contract itself to the apprehension of the meanest of his dlsc.:ple o |

Imam Nawawi (Mercy of Allah is on him) has written In l.ns Tahzib that Allah pgy
assembled all the Excellencies and virtues of character and habits in the person of the Holy
Prophet PBUH. Allah had endowed him with all the knowledge of. the ancient and |yt
peoples, even though he was unlettered — being unable to read and write, and had no humg
teacher; yet He had been endowed with such knowledge as Allah had not bestowed o
anyone else. He was offered keys to the mundane treasures but He preferred the hereafterty
the worldly riches. The Holy Prophet PBUH was therefore, the Agglomeration of all the
qualities of bodily and spiritual perfection.

11. His Modernity

One of the most important features of the Prophet PBUH mind was its modem
attitude towards life and nature. “The mind of this remarkable teacher” writes Syed Ameer
Ali “was in its intellectualism and progressive ideals, essentially modern.” He taught that the
world was not a chaos but “a well-ordered creation, regulated and guided by a supreme
mtell?gence overshadowing the Universe — everything is pledge to its own time.” He claimed
no miraculous or supernatural powers, and disclaimed all powers to perform miracles, except

what God gave him, i.e. the miracle of Quran, the greatest of the miracles, for it is a book
revealed to an ignorant and unlearned man. ’

12. Long suffering and Forgiveness

The patience, long suffering and forgiveness of the Holy Prophet PBUH ar¢ the

highest qualities of prophet-hood. According to a tradition, the Holy Prophet PBUH ne®

revenged himself for any personal i A
anything ‘Halal’ (Lawful) that All:l: f('mancnal matter. He did so only from one who dec!

but even this revenge was only for the tsl;i ot High).has prescribed as ‘Haram’ (Unla“f"l)

ords: ¢ ht -
words: “O Allah! Forgive them”When " path, for they know not” in another traditio"
Apostle of Allah! Would that yo grieved at this s3I,

u had ;
cursed them, so that they were annihilated” He r¢P"
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eople to th \
e truth, and
, as a mercy fo
r the

) gHiS Word
the occasion of the battle of Badr the numb
e

r of the Muslims was very small and

i
ey 100 ; , Huzaifa bin-

i companions came to the Holy Prophet PBUH anz :;?dal‘-.\({)a?an and Abu Husajl

’ postle of Allah! W,

! We

vo O " '
2”}115{ commﬁ f" OHIIIA/ftakkaZ. The unbelievers had captured us on th ay -
n that we g as
aditio 0 not fight on your side. We agreed ,mjew and have released
¥ coercion, but we wij
’ ill

u_;l)“lhe Col l b I ” Tl

iy fig i the unbelievers ™. The Holy P .

rlal )’f y Prophet PBUH said “Nor at all! Keep your word
r ’

qave the pattled field, We (Muslims) wi
" };;Ilal *f Allah on Iy (Muslim). ) will keep our word in all circumstances. We need
Hazrat Abdullah bin Abil Hammad (M :

: prophct:hOOd l b(?ught somgihing from t(l]ei;){’o?;lslso[;lﬁ:ts;% \[\j”;[h him) has related: Before

equested him to wait at the spot, and promised to come back i As my money fell short |

slipped out of my mind ‘somel.u.)w and after three days when I retum ?i winle: But the mater

Holy Prophet PBUH still waiting here. He only said, “You put I:'et to the spot I found the

heen waiting for you here for three days” In this instance we find a: eo gﬁf:at p ouvle. 1 1ave

nodesty of the Holy Prophet PBUH and his faithfulness in fulfilling ax;:o;?:;n(sl\tizzz:'ﬂhe
. J-un-

Nubuwah)

14, Tolerance
History bears witness to the high level of tolerance demonstrated by the Prophet

PBUH' in His dealings with the dhimmi(i.e. non-Muslims under the protection of Islam). He
even |s.sued a verdict in their respect thus: "Whoever hurts a dhimmil shall be. his
complainant and for whosoever I .am a complainant, I shall ask for his right on the Day of

judgment ",

1. Mercy
, Being extremely kindhearted, His
;:P”maﬂiw. Ibn Abbas relates that a man t
Shgf"ﬂprjphct .PBUH saw him he said, “Do you ¥
PBU‘l;{ IS;:;" l‘t‘mfe before throwing it on the ground?”
XGiis hl ) ‘A woman was cast away into the hell f)rzly
) dt’r c’at and refused to set it free” Abdullah bin Umar also
and asked Prophet PBUH, “How many times should I pardon my servan

e P = “" . ”»
rophet replied “Seventy times

eye brimmed with tears at the slightest sign of
hrew a goat then he started sharpening his knife.
ant to kil it twice? Why did you not
Abdullah bi Umar told that Prophet
because she had denied food and
said, once a nomadic Arab
t in a day?”

W Hi
His Courage and Shyness

°Phev§ Ol;mge and shyness are often considere

bcome ﬁc \aracter in a like manner. Ali R.A the lion of God says,

.. '€ree and the eyes seemed to be coming out of Sockets, W€ '
found none closing up with the enemy

In order to find ; :
a refuge behind Him. Then we . }
B it d in Badr, we were taking shelter be.hmd tl}e
’ ne of us. Similarly, 1n

losely than anyo
{wd fallen back from the charge of

raits, but the two poise the
«When the battle used to
look for the Prophet

d as conflicting t

the Pry,
g’%hc{ Phet PBUH. This was how it happene
¢

P
tle (B)fl'J Sl who was going to the enemy more clo
had and Hunayn when the bravest Muslim

s
ST
o
p—

QI
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g — <le of God had stuck to his position, as if nothing hag happen
enemy, the apos

5 o l Face d sually asked SOmeOdy else to do the ,ob f ):p €ss 3 lng
' ’s face and u . l'.
d;sagrceable toone's c

Cconclusion

of the Holy Prophet PBUH stands Pre-eminent, dign:
mighty i"rrxh:lln((])::itii?:sﬁgbits and manners. Tp comprethndhand to desgrit? s
qualities and merits, is beyond human capacity, since aP é [j):le e)lccellencl
imagined as attainable are possessed py the Holy Prophet . All the m
are only reflection of his light. So praise be to Allah.

ﬁed |
e all these n;t?]:

€S Which, Can
eosenger Prophe,

Prophet Muhammad PBUH had taught humanity throu.gh his exem
nobility of character is an essential asset that everyone must strive to acquire, The Prop,
PBUH did not preach the words of Allah only by mouth, rather, he exemplified g fvel
epitomized the messages. People like Abu Sufyan, Khalid Bin Walid and 4 host of ma;n
others did not embrace Islam solely on account of the Prophet’s PBUH pr

Plary lif y,

eaching but e,
.they were convinced of the noble character. s
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